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Steve wanted me to introduce myself to you, readers of his comics put out by Thoughts and Images. My 
name is Jeff Kilian, and I’ve known Steve since our first meeting in 1978 while we both served in the Air Force in 
West Germany. | had been a comic book collector since 1971, and carried that interest with me into the service. 
At the time | met Steve he was a technical illustrator for the Headquarters at Ramstein, Germany. With my avid 
interest in comics | introduced Steve to the aspects of comics that interested me, and the seeds were planted 
for us to put out our own comic. | had done a single shot comic with a friend of mine in high school in Wichita, 
Kansas, and was eager to try again. | was trying to do some cartooning, but | will be the first to admit I’m not 
very good. What | excell at is putting projects together. | like the duties of publisher, seeing all of the elements 
come together. And with me as publisher and Steve and several other friends we met in Germany, we put out 
the small sized fanzine HUZZAH. It is in this first issue of HUZZAH that the first seeds of Steve’s Erma Felina 
appeared. HUZZAH #1 appeared in the summer of 1979. From there | moved on to anew assignment at Biloxi, 
Mississippi, and | got the opportunity to fly as a crewmember on the Air Force’s EC-130E Airborne Command 
Post. | always kept in contact with Steve, and when he got out of the service in 1980, he stopped by Mississippi 
and visited for a day. We happened to see The Blues Brothers at the theater the night he stayed over. After | 
departed the Air Force in 1981, | started college in my hometown of Wichita. At one time | did look into getting a 
crewmember’s position at an Airbase in Tacoma, Washington, but that just didn’t fall together. So | spent the 
next years going to college in Wichita, at first working on an Electrical Engineering degree, then switching to a 
Radio/TV and Film degree. Steve and | talked over what | could to to help him, and since Albedo has caught on, 
he needed the help to run the business side of Thoughts and Images and give him the time to do the writing and’ 
drawing of Albedo, Zell, Critters, and Fusion. So here | am getting the business of T & | in order. I’ve had some 
experience since in 1985 | put out the Star Wars movie poster checklist for all three of the Star Wars films. I’m 
happy to say that poster project turned out very well, and I received a personal thank-you from George Lucas in 
the form of a signed movie poster to me. 

Thoughts and Images will be pushing onward, and it looks apparent that we will survive the black and white 
fallout that is now afflicting the market. | do want to let all of our readers know that all back issues except the 
following are soldout. Albedo #0, the deluxe fourth edition is available for $1.00 each, Albedo #8 at $2.00 
each, Zell #1 is still available at $2.00 each, and Command Review #1 is still around at the original cover price 
of $4.00. 

Also subscriptions to both Zell and Albedo are available at $6 for three issues, or $12 for six issues. All sub- 
scriptions are sent by first class mail. Send to: Thoughts and Images, P.O. Box 19419, Seattle, WA 98109. Oh 
and one last thing. If you’ve had any trouble with not getting your subscription, T-shirt order, or back issues, 
please write and let us know. We’ve had some serious problems with the mail service in that they were sending 
back letters from people who had just sent a letter and gotten a reply the week before. Hopefully this has been 
corrected. We apologize for any inconveniences, and want to correct any past problems. Please send S.A.S.E. 
with any back issue inquiry, we do have some issues for sale at collector prices, or can point you in the direction 


of someone who has some copies. Thank you, 


Just some quick and clever copy this time. | had to get some more printing done, running up covers for the Nr. 0 
Deluxe Edition and second printing of Zell, so | figured I'd get the cover of Nr. 9 done atthe same time. Yasee, itcosts 
several large stacks of money to set up a four-color press. And to set up several covers on a single sheet costs not 
much more than a single design. That way, | don’t have to pay for a separate setup for Nr. 9 later. But it also means 
I’ve got to write the copy for it now, long before | know for sure what all will be in the issue. 

Future issues, being so well organized and planned out, won't have these problems (ha! ha!) and I'll be just like 
the big boys, doing everything six months in advance. 

But for this issue’s cover. It's Konny and Czu, doing what Konny and Czudo best — getting into all manner of trou- 
ble. The art’s done by a buddy of Howarth’s, Karl Kofoed. Hasn't he done some stuff for Heavy Meta/? Matt assured 
me that more K&C is coming, and until you-all say otherwise, I'll still print ‘em. Oh, and by the way, the secret mes- 
sage is “Harvest Ventures.” 


AFTER A LONG NIGHT OF VIOLENCE, SECRETLY INSTIGATED BY AN AMBITIOUS INDUSTRIALIST, 
THE EKOSIAKH HOME GUARD HAS 
LARGELY RESTORED ORDER. 


Heard you and Major 
Arron had some words. 


Commander. 
Want some breakfast? 


——H 
ust my Dornthantii slant on social control. Y 


— sigh — it isn’t so much 
liking er not liking —. 


oes 


it’s just seeing this system all 
ut pre-disposed for civil crisis. 


And | feel frusirated that the best that 
can be done after the fact action. 


Though { can see your 
point ~ | den’? agree. 


age 
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Uhm. At least here. How are 
things going further out? 


2) We know you're 
still there, Guardie. 


* 


Yeah, why'd “jal 
_ just quit now? 


« 


The guardie can’t have more than 
whot —? An hour’s worth of air? 


= an 


I think we can afford to wait, 


Just keep a couple people 
here until ifs over. 


Sen eeas 


There’s got to be a} 
way out of here. 


Must have blown them up when 


they hit the central computer. 
cm : a 


CLICK! Hellai? 
CZL28 here. 


Ahi! Are you fully operationa 


My core is intact — but, 
except for an audie link, 
ji don't seem to be install 


Ah! Ident confirm code 


Home Guard, Lt. Denka 
D.LD. 475548. Code Rolf. 


| Okay Denka, hook me | 
up to a camm port. 


oO Ben. 


JOf course I was. What 
do you mean. “Rit’? 
Wher'e happened? 


-—r—iC—O 


z 
_ 


lcan use the ne 


ee 
ee 


Then Pil neecl your approval 
for autonomeus intervention. 


pil need to be fully 
hooked-up fire 


Denka, K. 475548, under directive 27, 
authorize autonomous operation. 


S 


Now here’s what 
we're going to cdo. 


Then be prepared to 
defendour position. 


Firet — turn 
your radio off. 


Keep the cabic . 
link though. Soot 


ae Be ee . 
Onee | atert doing things, 
they'll be able to back~track 
back here, and there's 
enough darnage in this 
section that il can’t pratect 
us once they get in. 


: : é 
Not much — We figure 
she’s only got a little — 


Damn! Someone’s 
jammed all the commis. |¢ 
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Denke. 
There’s a hoatile working 
his wey towerde you. 


He's shooting all the 

comme so il won't be 

able ta give youmuch 
infa beyond him. 


You still there? 


Ss 


: Think my arm is broken. | 


~ 
Gome on, it’s not over yet. 
Oh — OKAY — sure. 
gn, it's just shock. | 
. . More good news. 
: ‘Bont There’s a guard ship caming. 
. You'll need air pretty soon, 
You're net Attention — G2ZL 28, 

recovering temporarily on net station 
| vary well. EK-YO warning homeguard 

or I think you vessel, hostile forces net 
~~ better rest yet neutralized. Will provide 
{ aminute. tactical status aa availabie. 


Vil keep an 
leye on things. 


ee Hear that troops. 
o We have an in on station. 
FPrepare for boarding. Using the feed. 


Squad Six — had secured the core. | 
Have twelve hostiles in custody. 


Special detachment have station Ek-Yo COLONEL! Missed all the fun? 
re-secured. Will be feeding a full history. You're bo - 

G> Hospital detachment — will : 

feed full casualty list by 1600. 


S 


She’s in town, sir. Conferring 
with the ConFed secretary. 


tae 


Call me up some transport and | \ ae 
inform them that I’m en route. 
Hon. Secretary. 


sere 


‘ve been monitoring events. You've 
conducted yourselves quite well. 


| Where’s Commander Felnc. | 


eee ee 


Unless your government requests such, 


That policy will continue with your 
| Confed intervention is not forthcoming. | 


new representative, Dea-Htuhok. 


What can we expect from 
the Confederation? 


\ 


oie) 


Our position has been fo avoid intervention — 
in respect of your self-determination. 


Dea will function as Interim Secretary, and with my recommendations, | 
should be confirmed as the new Permanent Secretary. 


Al 
2 


me 


aS — 
| have to go back to Central on the Commander Felina will escort and 
next transport for a new posting. fF become available for re-assignment. 
“| Se, what’s going on? 
_ 


Between those —. 


a 


We'll leave you two te discuss 
developing new relations — 


No! With your leaving 


= 


— and taking me with you. 


Uhm. I’m recalling myself, 
unauthorized interventionism — 
to include the assassination of Aito Kho. 


’'m under arrest and 
in your custody now. 
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WE HAD SUCH A HOT-THING 
WITH HARVEST VENTURES 
WHAT HAPPENED?! 
. WE HAD MoNEY.., FAME... CLIENTS 
FIGHTING FOR OUR FREEZE-DRIED- 
{SOTOPES ...No WAY NOW WE CAN DELIVER 
WITH SOME BIO-CONTROL QUARRANTINE 
CLOSING powN OUR BUSINESS 


| 


were 


01986 MATT HOWARTH & D.M.KISTER 


UNCURL, C20, 
WE DASH ouT 

; AND DOWN INTO 
Bh SUBSYSTEM 
ACCESS-TUNNEL, 


HOW IN NEON 
DID THEY FIND 
VS H 4 


Titi 
WERLT-NaW WERE. HIDING INA Hove — = POT TT CLI or] 


i ep RS ene EY, Bo ae a ee ee, 
Cee errr TTT TLL 
LESS THAN AN HOUR AGO ear 


Coe ee ees 


GY 

g SOMEBODY'S GOING To START 

J SHOOTING AT US NEXT — T 
CAN FEEL \T IN MY NOSE— 


= 


Lette 


oO Figst OFF, WE NEED TO KNow 
WHY OUR OFFICES HAVE 
BEEN QUARRANTINED, 


OFFICES, 


TIM GOING To SEND 

A SET OF MY EYES 

THROUGH THESE 
DUCT-LINES.. 


— NO SIGN OF —WAIT, WHAT'S THIS 24 SS 
OKAY, CZU,,T'M INS A TRANSMISSION FROM our SS 
> NEUTRONIAN SUPPLIERS,,,1T MUST'VE ESS 
COME IN AFTER WE LEFT For LUNCH. 


SLES 


ouR SouRCE 


THERE'S BEEN SOME 
TYPE OF RELIGIOUS 
REVOLT... THEY SAY 
THERE'LL BE NO 
MORE ISOTROPIC 
OFFERINGS ! 


WE MIGHT AS 
WELL 21P UP 
OUR, OWN 
Ropy- BAGS— 
WE'VE HAD 
\T—AS IF WE 

ALREADY DIDN'T 
bOES SEEM 


me 
} WHINE ENOUGH 
HLS] 6 TReuBLE— | 
To BE OUR 


FAR AWAY, DEEP IN THEIR STAR-HOME, —— ONLY SANE 

THE NEUTRONIANS SEEM CONTENT 7 COURSE OF 

WITH THEIR NEW LIFE. ACTION. 
See 


THE OLD Gods Gave 
U5 THE STAR WE 
LIVE IN ALL PRAISE 

THEM FoR THAT... 


Pre: GOTTA UNLOAD Hi: 
HARNEST VENTURES ! 


IT CERTAINLY 


$§ LIFE 1S $0 
ro. 6000 - WE 
Cy EVEN HAVE 


Lo LAM INTERESTED 
BS IN HISTORY... 


ANNCUAINATTAE 


Ik 


(wn 


0 
\\ 


ry 


WE'LL NEED er: 

SOMETHING LEMME CHECK 
CLASSIER THIS TUNNEL 

THAN JUST A MAP. AMM... 

PUBLIC -FONE 

JO CONTACT 

POTENTIAL 


READ WE DARC- HAMMITES 
IN READINESS WE ANRC-HAMMI sa gs 


WILL WOIT FOR THE RETURN oF 
“WE OLD GopS, WE WILL KEEP THE 
FORBIDDEN BELIETS ALIVE. 


oe ee 


IT SID THERE'S A FONOMAT 
| JUST A COUPLE oF BLOCKS AWAY. CITT 


poo Ayo oo WT), 
| 


ea rae 


Se ae 


WHEN THE OLD 
: Me WILL AGRIN 
? ACCEPT OUR 
% OFFERINGS. 


THERE MUST BE HUNDREDS OF POTENTIAL | ~ 
==] BUYERS -WHERE SHOULD WE BEGIN 7 | 


PAY HEED, AUTO-CLERK... WE WISH To 
ENGAGE YouR FINEST PRIVATE coM- 
ROOM,,. PREFERABLY ONE INGREEN,. 


[ T Just HOPE WE CAN a 
GET To THEM BEFORE 


WoRD OF TRE QUAR- 
RANTINE LEAKS OUT. 


HERE WE ARE 
—LET ME do 
THE TALISING. 


YES-HE WAS 
PRETTY DAMP 
FoR A DEAL. 


ZIR WO'TAT 
=z, \9 IN CONFERENCE 
AND CANNOT 
BE DISTURBEP. 
PLEASE 
LEAVE YouR, 
MESSAGE AND 
coMscobE AT THE. 


APPA POLLA LOGGIES 
BUT 


CG al ata reece ac 
3 WHAT ABOUT THIS QUAR- 3 
2 RANTING T HEARD ABOUT? : 


280000 0009000029098 100000009 
° 


$0, BARNEY- WHAT DO 
You bo THESE DAYS? 


Lt TM STILL WORKING 3 


PRODUCTION. LINE, 
} eas 


16 THAT RELIC STILL RUNNING? 


NOBODY'S EVER FIGURED OUT 
Wow To TURN IT OFF, FRED, 


HARVEST: ; 
3 VENTURES. ! 


s@rges@oeco 


00 90008 0G 2800 020008008 
° 


FONUNS WRONG WITH IT2$ 


2. FEMPSOPSHOCHR el D0G 
eo 4 


nT PAGS THE RENT. 
WELL, SEE You LATER, 


SSO UNBEKNOWNETYY 
WN TO EVERYONE 
N pboneeay Gee Gass 6 se Oost sse's 

ST WENR YOUVE BEEN? 
\\\ DEVICE. HS QUARRANTINEP 
| WN 3—\5 THIS TRUEZ 


E, Uric 
: SERDICE 
TERMINATED 


$002 @cr08secer Oo 
%e 


CODE 3: 
INSUFFICIENT CREDIT 


9990900080000 20 20599950820 0O90 0904 OO Pr ee ee 


¢ AHH, ZIRS KONNWALT AND CZU,.,T'M 2 
2 RETURNING YOUR CALLA. 3 


© 0 Gocco 2 0@s0O? 
e 


2 oF COURSE TAM INTERESTED * 
2 STILL-LET US DISCUSS A PRICE. ¢ 


OUR CRED-Acc's Va 
BUSTED—WE'VE 
HAD IT Now! 


[4 (FoRLORN NOISE 
Su, A 


WE'VE BEEN 
THINKING OVER 
YouR BUY-OUT 
OFFER, ZIR 
Wo' TAT, AND... 


ZA 


NONSENSE—WE HAD TO BUMP 
VT FAST. 25.047 MEGS 15 
ENOUGH CASH To RUN WITH. 


He Syn n ‘ 
THAW TSS 


BUT—PRODUCTION MUSTN'T 
y BE ALLOWED To HALT... 


THAT ISN'T THE AHRC-HAMMITE FILE +. IT'S THE 
TRANSLATION T WAS LOOKING FoR... LEAR “S) x FER! 
A SHut- OFF ae, \\ 
ei a NS 
Sy 


\T WENT (UST AS YoU PREDICTED, 


HEY TOOK MY OFFER OF 
25.051 MEGS, ZIR NENA, 
AT LAST- HARNEST 

VENTURES (5 MINE! 


Now I CAN 
COME OUT 
OF HIDING. 


am iil 


Ew) 


Poe 


YQ ROBUNE S CAN PACY UO Tus "“ALIARRANTINE”’ 
{ A AAU PAE H1A4 AMavieR ale mi ts 
CEP Caw ie of teem be 1k Bey te Ae 


ae f 
[ — 


I WISH To BE ALONE 
WITH MY NEw 

MONSTROUSLY PROFITABLE 

GALACTIC C6oLD MINE), 


<\ 


THis FILE SEEMS To cover A 
THEIR, F-D-T SUPPLIERS \ 
nw IHERE'S A Com-cope, 
YES—IT 9S THE STAR N 
T 90LD THEM AWA! |) 
THEIR SECRET |S MINE, N 
WHATEVER IT 1S. N 


TL AM UNABLE To CONTAIN 
MYSELF —Z MUST CALL 
KONNY AND CZU AND 


SHARE THIS TRIUMPH 
oF MINE WITA THEM 
~THE SAD WRETCHES, 


BY Now T'M SURE THAT THE 
PITTANCE L PAID THEM 
CIHROUGH WO'TAT') HAS BEEN 
USED To GET THEIR, 
SHIP CTHE KIEV) ouT 
OF DOCKSIDE- DEBT 


1 Do HOPE THEY 
HAVEN'T LEFT- 
WORLD YET... 


SOrererhl Tt AAA i Th 
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—HARRUMPH—You'LL Wy 
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TM GOING TO WARM UP 

THE CATBALL AND CLEAR TS \S IT — LT KNEW IT Was 

DEPARTURE WITH POOLTECH , COMIN' = SOMEBODY WITH 
BAD NEWS- WE'RE PooMED! 


TI SUGGEST WE LENE 

WORLD AT THE SOONEST, 
CLV... BEFORE ANYTHING 
MORE CAN GO WRONG. 


cron cay 
=WHAT'S 
FOO LATE! WE WORST 
1T COULD 
BE? 


n 
RAS 


GUT, You LARCENOUS PAIR! ss Soe 
LU ee 
Ln Oe pe at vei eta SSE SI) ANDTHE BEAUTY OF (T ALL, KONNWALT AND 
PROFIT FROM IT, DIDN'T You? KS PERE. 4 CZU— 1S THAT T SET You UP !-FooLED 
DID You THINK TD ROOT-STILL KE eis YOU INTO ABRNDONNING A GoLDMine)! 
<> = 


FOR, SUCH AN INJUSTICE 7!7 


WELL-THE SCALES 

HAVE TIPPED - AND 

Now I'M THE  f& 

OWNER OF THE psy > 
LUDICROUSLY VALUABLE ES Roe 
HARVEST VENTURES ! Beg ISOS 


ue 
COCO 
a ‘5 

ax 


<S 
SSCS 


Now WE'LL SEE THIS 
Wo'TAT WAS ON MY PAYROLL COMPANY REALLY START 


- JUST AS WAS THE Blo- T THOUGHT I'D ENLox To PULL THE MEGS IN 


STARTING WITH A 
CONTROL QUARRANTINE! eee ne ca INCREASE, iN i 
AND You FELL FoR 1T— OWNER “To YOUR SECRETE ‘DL SHIPMENTS ! 


SUPPLIERS — WHO LIVE 
NEAR THE START SOLD 
You= EE? L KNow! 


= THE STAR WENT NOVA? 


THIS 15 YouR : SIMULTANEOUSLY... 
ANNOUNCER, gage” BY BIKE-LIPPED fy SRIGCERED BY THE 
REMINDING Pod-LoTION. ATTENT um = GOD'S” INCOMING 
URKI 1 SIGNAL, THE ANCIENT 
Bein op ene uN Ice 
; Hat No ONE KNOWS 
SPONSORED 3 UNCER TIEN EXISTS) SURGES 


THE PULSE: Dot To LIFE, FORCING 


ANb GOING— 


Wow! IVE NEVER WITNESSED 
SUCH LIMB-RAISING GAMEPLAY 
AN INCREDIBLE SHOWING 
BY THE CHAMPION TEAM— 


We AHRC- y 
158 TENTH 5 SUAMMITES HANE THE NEUTRONIAN'S 
vis Wnpentant / STARZHOME TO 
NEWS For ALL aes COLLAPSE !! 


-IT LOOKS MORE LIKE 
, ) IT'S COLLAPSING... 


ml FHIS- THIS 15 
YouR, FAULT~ 
SOMEHOW !! 


WE LIVE oN 
mAS DOES 
TT HAS BEEN GENERATIONS SINCE THE OLD THE SUB- 
GES COLLAPSED ovR STAR HOME... NUCLEAR 
ha SY a PRODUCT ION- 
LINE, FILLING 


OUR STORAGE 
LEVELS WITH 


R Iv 15 OF HISTORICAL CURIOSITY WHETHER THEY 3B oppenin os. 


PID $0 To PUNISH US OR REWARD US... WE 
WERE UNTOUCHED BY THE GRAVATIC COLLAPSE... 


TLL FIX THEM— STICK 


% SEE THE COMP 
ME WITH A WORTHLESS ¢ We 


WAS CHANGED OWNERS 


HE THINKS We I LOVE iT- 

OUTWITTED HIM. WE CONNED 
US INTO 
see 


H\ 
WE'RE CLEARED uaevess 
FoR DEPARTURE COMPANY. 
—WE CAN LEAVE 
AS SOON AS THE 
CATBRALL'S UP, 


COMPANY, WILL THEN? 
TLL-TUL GET THEM 
GROUNDED — 


TLL BANE To CHECK 
ovt YOUR PAST 
help Me NAME 1S 
\F T RT. 
ooR ATTEN M4 bier, 
BPs SEVERAL OF YouR 
CARTEL CUSTOMERS, 
ARE CONCERNED 
NBOUT THE LATENESS 
OF THEIR F-D-T 


OUR Luck 


MY CLIENTS PAID UP-FRONT To 
ASSURE SPEEDY AND FULL 
DELIVERY, I'M HERE To EXACT 
TWOSE DELIVERIES... OR To FEED 
YoU YouR OWN WALIK- PADS, 


via, 
s 
a ee 


RAB PRESENTS HIGH ORBIT 
1S: DEAL WHITLEY 


sTORY/SCRIPT/: at 
ide ROBER 


a THE V 
_ SOME 6 


a 
[ 


- ond enters 


unseen. 


heorersnnmennnnnn 
Pee 


pei 


c 


Y'gotta be a hot pilot, if you're _--y- 7 YO! MIKE! 
~~ gonna bring a wing in on sked! 
oo sng one. 


Haw! The suckers are LATE! 


J 
pou 


Cherry? No, she’s resting up. a 
for the NEXT TIME (SNORT!) 


Mead, 


, you're not meetin ; <i 
? In the OPEN?! “tN 


really gonna 
things up for her! 


/Wey! Th = ACCT — 7 
No one can lay a glove on MR. SMOOTH, here! ws LL ‘ i 


7 Hi 
| 


V — : 
\ and you're acd ide nt PRONE. if 
‘ 4 4 » He 


Spare mel That's eit you said the Pal —— fo - He a 


sar WHY are you so ~~: 
_- interested in Gent 


I just hate to see you. 
Tew something else 


y 
a 


IK 
S 
q 


One little mistake, and” io 


Shey’ re e ALL over your ass. 


(=: 


lve of USA 


ee . 


tice 


lant. oe 


One was simply brill 


.. Utilizing the historical va 
in USA-3... 


ne i 


vfean get almost 200 perceni more 


eee 


for this volume as o' 


is marvelous... 


is 


Th 


s 

= 
= 
s 
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= 
an 


\ 


ge... 


ninate the good Dr. Kitter 


” angle? 


s Hanes 


7 


What’ 
We 


what— 


ie 


Doctor K 


‘I 


ing okay... 


re doi 


EA 


le 


tteridg 


Doctor Ki 


HIYA, Dr. KI | 


W a talk about if? 


\ 


<a / a /, 
\z- 


So what aes are you turning into mountains THIS time? 


I’m glad you wers available. 7 

Tracy was right, 

Franklin — 
UL 

| needed fo talk. 


\ 
/ 


on 


our shoulders, | mean... 


in 


: o 


pee ons 
: 4 
zs | Fe 


; — ra f : ai ee : fs pation . 
\ (AGL, a mea 


i i 
| of | 


Hey! It’s not about TETRA, is it? 


ee 


a 
See 


Well, Earth soci 


t 
be 


ca ee 
lic. fe’ 


et 


eties D 


0 tend to 


ys VF %y > s 
/ eee 
¥ ie a NG 
Oh no — she’s a total DEAR... ¥ 
Ee SE Me 


No, MY problem is this pencil-pushing 
pounder hassling Sherm... 


j ve yee 
ve ~ BS ec 
I guess the station’s not profitable 


Does this pencil-pushing — enough for some people. 
pain have a NAME? 


“y 
fa 
a) 
wf 
on 
t 


yA e . il [ . 
ia we A 44 LF TU 
H Bees Allyn Hanes. He’s an indy, 
\ £ (but he works for the Exec Cound. ~\ 


Same ol’ problems, just with bigger teeth.” \% 
p r ju oe ager kX. 


> ae 


You go take a nice, hot shower; and 
I'll be in to scrub the naughty bits. . . 


\ya Vink i tie lS 
Gy P EF, a, pi! FUN. . . but it won’t 


solve the problem. 


| 
AI 


.. .What do you know about an 
Allyn Hanes? — Works for the exec? - 


AO OF 
f hy wn 


Director’s office — 
Ms. Colls speakin’ — 


wer 


i \, 


o f gu oa — 
_ Bvenin,/ Mr. Diglamourmoor, 
/~ what can | do for you? 

fd 
oH need some info — 
_ it’s sort of an EMERGENCY... 
77 


a ene 
ee | 
4 Se f 


Will she have big grooties li 
= Yours When she grows up?: 


“m glad you like Margaret, Ruth 
= She's very special fo me... 


Young lady, you’ve been 
spending MUCH too much What do you mean? 
time with your grandmama.. aad 


oe 


NBS 
Oh, Mama’s just sexually 


: exually repressed.° 


Neg NeW. GOSS 


go to your room. 
a aes aa 


we anetoe T 


q vf ey 
= |Z %o Tetra, Vhope YOU are nev 
“<<. \ exposed to bad influences. 
| the way Ruth-Simone has... . 
ee OE : 


er ON 


f 


(2 SS But, Moma...» 
AMARMOS ALAA NSM nha itt eds idee 2s 
< Did someone call for a BAD INFLUENCE 


___ Don’t mind Yolande — she and Mom 
a ee “have slightly differing views of lite 
eeeesthat’s NOT funny, Luce! ga i i a a ae 

es a a / / | es. Slightly. ——-—~ 


Begg) 
f 


oi fo rush you, Tetra, but I- Oh, okay. . .see you at dinner tomorrow. 


__ think everyone’s a little TIRED. | 


= r == 
cept le (Yes. A little. | 


Yes. Goodbye. << 


\\ 
rgot ni i. 
rg \ 


=’Lande, you’re blowing this all. 
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to be continued 


| have spoken with you at conventions, though | am 
sure you do not remember me. | have been reading 
Albedo since | saw the Prototype issue at Orycon 
three or four years ago. In any case, | have a few ques- 
tions regarding the Albedo Alphabet. | know, you get 
all kinds of crap about it, and its deficiencies, and so 
forth. | understand that itis just for cosmetics, but, well, 
just call me a glutton for punishment. 

| have re-created the font on my Macintosh. In addi- 
tion, | have made various (pardon my presumptious- 
ness) improvements. Namely, | have added a ‘W’ and 
a'‘y,' like so: (w),  (y). [have also altered, to some 
extent, the phonetic values which you assigned each 
symbol (the “vowels” only), and | feel that they are 
now more concise. | made these changes while referr- 
ing to a table of English phonemes from my linguistics 
text (Introduction to Linguistic Concepts, by Bruce L. 
Pearson). | know you said that the language is not 
based on English. Still, | thought that since most of 
your readers are most likely native speakers of 
English, a few of them would find this more comfor- 
table. 

| should note that my changes are in no way 
definitive or exhaustive. There remain a number of 
English phonemes which are unrepresented (‘‘ng” for 
one, and a few other vowels, as well as the “zh” as in 
pleasure). However, | justify these omissions on the 
basis that most casual users will just spell out the 
words they want to use and change each word letter 
for letter. Few probably want to bother with learning a 
whole phonetic system. What would be the point? 
Thus, will have to suffice for ‘‘ng,” and so on. 

In essence, the only major change involves the ad- 
dition of the two new characters, subject to your ap- 
proval, of course. You may choose to reject my entire 
proposal, but | would really appreciate hearing the 
reasons behind such an action. If you have already 
received some better suggestion, or come up with 
something more intricate, | (along with many other 
readers) would love to see it. 


| sincerely hope this proposition does not strike you 
as too presumptuous on my part. | do not mean to be 
unappreciative of your work. | hope that you would 
choose to regard the time | devoted to this “merely 
cosmetic” aspect of your magazine as a sincere form 
of flattery, or something of that sort. In any case, | will 
present my version of the Albedo Alphabet, and hope 
that you will give me your permission (subject to what- 
ever conditions you think apply) to distribute it freely to 
whoever else wants. Here, | do mean freely. | do notin- 
tend to rake potential revenue from your enterprise, 
nor do | intend to give this font out without your con- 
sent. 
| have the font in its two sizes on the following page, 
with the “Albedo Key” font as well. With the ‘key,’ one 
can write something in romanized phonetics which 
are easily readable, and which correspond to the Alien 
letters, then ‘Change Font’ before printing. 
Well, that’s it. What do you think? 
Your reader and fan, 
Tim Flanagan 
Portland, OR 


This letter is among the latest of many about the 
alphabet. One of the best bits that come out of doing 
a book is getting mail from people who have gotten 
into the scenario. Spirited debates over the merits of 
kinetic energy weapons or the social infra-structure 
of a colony world or the cut of a costume are a real 
joy. | hope that such will continue, eh? As for the 
alphabet, | dunno, what do you think? (Ragnar Fyri, 
David A. Crawford, and others have done other 
variants on their puters.) Thanks. 
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Greetings again from southern CA. | wrote back in 


~ November, but haven’t heard back from you yet. Since 


#8 took 10 months to publish, it seems only reason- 
able that you are a little behind in your mail as well. 

Now on to the fan related stuff. | notice a real change 
in your artwork between #2 and #3, a great improve- 
ment since ALBEDO then became the best B&W com- 
ic in terms of visual appearance as well as story. 
Somehow the drawing in #8 seems to have gone back 
to the first two issues. Since the other two stories (one 
and a half, actually) appeared the same way, | assume 
this was a factor of how they were printed rather than 
anything else. Birthright maintains the high quality art- 
work, so | guess it was just an issue that fell victim to 
hasty production. 

The story line I’ve been guessing at for almost a 
year seems to have caught me completely by surprise. 
i really thought the ILR was going to have something to 
do with it, if not actually masterminding the whole 
thing. | never guessed that it would be a power hungry 
individual taking advantage of the situation. Nice 
work. 

Was that Sgt. Tsequota who got beaten to death by 
the crowd? I’ve gotten to identify with your characters 
so much | feel a sense of loss. Characters I’ve grown to 
respect and love are getting killed off. A sobering re- 
minder of what it will be like if my reserve unit ever gets 
mobilized. 

The fact that they don’t have a lengthy cultural back- 
ground shows up well in the situations where the 
rioters turn on each other so quickly. Then again, the 
French revolution followed a similar course in some 
respects. It seems now that the root cause of the up- 
rising has been exposed and eliminated, the cultural 
of Ekosiak could now recover, but if an ILR invasion 
happened now, their ability to resist it would be almost 
nil. This going to happen? By chance, or was all this 
done deliberately as a pre-invasion action, as Spet- 
znaz would? Another perfect ingredient is the Ekosiak 
high value of civil rights, followed by the outbreak of 
mob violence by the same people. Reminiscent of the 
60's, ey? 

FUSION is great. I’m pretty sure I can pick out what 
drawings are yours and what isn’t. Haven is obviously 
one of your characters. Seems you finally gave in to 
the “manipulative organ” bunch. Makes sense, ac- 
tually. Now you will probably run into the problem of: 
how can so many vastly different species evolve in- 
telligent life in the same era, and all breath the same 
atmosphere without introducing biological hazards to 
each other? Since this place looks like the Los Isley 
spaceport from Star Wars, why would anyone fight a 
major space battle for it? Strategic location is the only 
reason | can think of, or else some natural resource of 
great importance which evidently has been mined out. 

Speaking of natural resources, and referring back to 
BIRTHRIGHT, where did they come up with coal for 
“coal fired tenament blocks” that Maj. Duwan referred 
to? Is the time span between ALBEDO and BIRTH- 
RIGHT that great? Is that why the bone structure of all 
the inhabitants differs from the earlier time? Jenna 
Shodi and Dea Huthok look quite different, for exam- 
ple, with Jenna looking far more like a real Fox. 

A Bigger fan than you know, 

D.J. Dutton, 
Anaheim, CA 


As before, I’ve been trying variations. The Ekosiak 
incident has been an ugly tangle from the start. But, 
as it wraps up, it’s clear that the ILR had nothing to do 
with it. The story, like the real world, is alot more than 
a single issue situation. Now, with FUSION, most of 
the beasties are actually genetic artifacts, mostly 
made for the wars, so bio-compatability isn’t too 
much of a problem. There were actually very few 
original species and a lot of space to act in. “Coal?” 
What about coal? The worlds had bio-spheres long 
before anyone colonized them. So having coal and oil 
is no problem. Creating a habitable planet from 
scratch takes an awful long time, so they took over 
biologically compatible systems. As for diferences in 
anatomy, there are reasons, intoned the Author, 
ominously. 


Fusion looks very good, | am really looking forward 
to more issues. The only problem is — what with Fu- 
sion and Critters, how will you ever find the time to 
continue the stories of Erma and Zell? Have you con- 
sidered cloning yourself? 

It certainly is nice to see an artist we “discovered” 
several years ago making a bigger and bigger impact. 
Hopefully this means the comics market has room for 
better and more serious science fiction and fantasy. 
Looks like some of the fans are getting fanatical — 
from the prices | saw quoted for early Albedo issues, 
maybe | should lock mine up. 

| would also like to thank you for bringing artists 
such as Donna Barr, Stan Sakai, Matt Howarth and 
Deal Whitley to our attention. To think that we might 
have missed WRAB Pirate Television or The 
Dreamery — eeek! 

Finestkind! (but how does Tan see with that helmet 
on?) 

William B. Brodgen 
Leander, TX 


Well, | don’t have Dr. Amazamov’s agents, nor 
could | afford them. So, as previously mentioned, I’m 
cutting back on my commitments. Yeah, | guess the 
one lasting bit of gratification is that I’ve helped 
others get “discovered.” Well, they’d have gotten 
their due recognition eventually, but it’s fun to have 
had first publication. 


| think Konny and Czu is a half brained comic. | feel 

the art work is a little too sketchy at times and the 

characters are a little too hard to believe. Konny looks 

like floating rocks and Czu looks like a run over centi- 
pied. Konny and Czu just needs some more work. 

Derek Grant 

San Mateo, CA 


Oh. But Konnwalt is (are) floating rocks. I’ve got 
some pro and con mail over these two. | still like ’em, 
and for the time being, plan to continue with 'em. 
(That is, until you-all just can’t stand ’em. ) As for their 
believability, in a market that has so many silly 
“super-heroes,” a straight-forward rocks and cen- 
tipede con-artist story seems pretty easy to swallow. 


On the theory that you can’t ever ear too much 
Praise (yes, I’m an artist too) — I’ve been meaning for 
some time to let you know how much I’ve enjoyed 
ALBEDO in general and “Erma Felna EFD” in partic- 
ular, so | thought it about time | got around to it. 

First, the generalities — | don’t think there’s been a 
feature yet in ALBEDO that | haven't enjoyed. | hope 
we'll be seeing more of “USAGI YOJIMBO” in future, 
as well as “Nilsson Groundthumper.” 

I’m especially fond of “High Orbit,” and not just 
because Deal first introduced me to ALBEDO. It’s not 
just a good story with some marvelous creatures — it’s 
all the little inside jokes that creep in. BLESS YOU, 
Deal, for Zenna Henderson Station — a more fitting 
memorial | could not imagine. Nor ‘Filthy Pierre’s” 
either. And just tell me that Danny DiGlamourmoor 
isn’t Derek Wildstar in disguise. | want more of this, so 
you get well soon, ok Deal? We’re all rooting for you 
and your dreams. 

And then there’s Erma, in a class by herself. | will let 
you fill in the blanks with your own superlatives, 
because | don’t think | can say anything about the 
story and artwork that hasn’t already been said. | do 
thank you for the COMMAND REVIEW, for all of us 
who came in late and otherwise would have been 
somewhat at sea. But what | really appreciate are the 
subtleties. It’s been fascinating watching your artwork 
evolve, issue by issue, from fairly standard ink-and- 
zip through washes, even airbrushing — the care you 
give your artwork is truly heartfelt. The expressions on 
your characters’ faces are such careful blends of 
animal and human, both and neither. Who else realiz- 
ed that the Bad Guys are all cute, cuddly fuzzies, rab- 
bits and mice, and the Good Guys, especially the 
military, are largely predators? An interesting turn- 
around! Or that the characters are rendered in direct 
proportion to their importance? Instant identification! 

I’ve heard great things about CRITTERS, and Scott 
(whom | hear from too seldom — hi Scott! See you in 
Nashville?) has been raving about FUSION — | can 
never seem to catch up with either of these at my local 
comics shops but I’m going to demand them! I’m very 
much looking forward to more of your great stuff. 

So keep them THOUGHTS & IMAGES coming in, 
Steve. I’ll be looking forward to them! 

Elizabeth Cerritelli 
Ansonia, CT 


I'd like to see some more Stan Sakai myself, but 
he’s busy with his own USAGI book with Fanta- 
graphics and CRITTERS pays better for Nilsson 
Groundthumper. As for species connection with 
caricature — sort of, kind of. 
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Well, here we are again. Late, thin, and still not quite 
what | wanted to present. So what’s been happen- 
ing? Lots. But little of it good. And most of it my own 
fault. 

It all started last summer. After finishing up Birth- 
right | for Fantagraphics, | attempted to get ALBEDO 
back on schedule. But it didn’t happen. | was slow 
getting my art done, Deal had problems — things just 
seemed to drag out intermitably. ALBEDO got done 
only sporadically. COMMAND REVIEW came off 
okay and the fourth printing PROTOTYPE issue and 
ZELL, SWORDDANCER Nr. 1 got done as well. But it 
was increasingly clear that | couldn’t conduct the 
business of the business as well as doing the art. 

I'd deligated some of the mail handling to a friend, 
starting in September. Unfortunately he wasn't doing 
a very good job at that — and though Jeff took over 
mail and routine business in February, I’m still getting 
complaints from last October. 

With the new year also came the end of the black- 
and-white boom, and | ended up with thousands of 
dollars worth of books shipped out but never paid for. 
Compounding the cash flow problem was the fact 
that many retailers and wholesalers were deliber- 
ately under-ordering, holding back copies, or not re- 
ordering, with the intent of manipulating the local 
prices, while | still had plenty of stock on-hand. As it 
stands now, nearly half the print run of Nr. 8 and Nr. 0, 
fourth printing, and a third of Zell Nr. 1 are still in the 
warehouse. A couple of thousand COMMAND 
REVIEWS, too. 

To top that all off, when tax time came around, | dis- 
covered that my accounting had been awfully sloppy. 
So | owe the IRS great stacks of money and wasted 
even more unwittingly and to the detriment of the 
business. Argh! 

Lastly, | over-extended myself on art projects. Do- 
ing Birthright every month, plus FUSION, ALBEDO, 
and ZELL bi-monthly has proven to be too much. 
ZELL is on indefinite hold, pending a new artistinker. 
Birthright is being finished off and, at least for now, 
not intended to be continued. Which actually leads 
up to some good news. Being merely a co-artist on 
FUSION and with Deal and Matt helping on back-up 
stories, | think | can now actually keep on a real 
schedule with ALBEDO. 

Inthe end, I'm trying to apologize for the delays and 
disappointments that you-all have suffered. Anyone 
who has had problems with mail orders, please try 
again as the mail situation has been straightened out. 
Subscriptions to ZELL can either request a refund, 
transfer credit to ALBEDO, or, if you want to take the 
risk, wait for future issues, if and when they come out. 
Copies of ALBEDO Nr. 8, the Prototype fourth print- 
ing, ZELL Nr. 1, and COMMAND REVIEW are still 
available at cover price (and wholesale, too). | plan to 
have some new T-shirt designs and other misc. items, 
probably by the next issue. 

A last little plug. Jeff Kilian, who had just intro- 
duced himself in the cover, is going back to Wichita. 
He'll still help handle some of my mail orders and 
such, but will largely be busy with his own projects. 
These include the official STAR WARS tenth anniver- 
sary poster. Yeah! A mylar one-sheet not unlike the 
first advance poster. Mail order price is $35 (in 

an atomic tube, too!). You can order them through 
me while they last. 

That’s it for now. See you in July. 
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continues to present the best and the 
ts working in the | funny-anim atl field. Just 
) vhat we've ‘tinad up for the next three issue 
CRITTE! ERS val (ee mber, 1986) is our special double-sized 
Christm h a big sixty-three pages of great : ry 
animal duties! This issue includes new work by all the 
previous Critters contribut MARK ARM M- 
STRON op MIKE KAZALEH, SAM K |, STEVE 
LAFLER, FREDDY MILTON. A 1, TOM M 
prncen . and TY TEMPLETON — plu IS a ‘strip by 
a ents JOHN HOLLAND and RON WILBER. 
r a new cover by KEN MACKLIN! 


CRETTESS #12 (January, 1987) epoll ights the 
return of STEVEN A. GALLACCI's 
“Birthright ’ with a cover painting by Gallacci! 
Also in this issue, a feature-length “Grand 
bled Hele by SAM KIETH, anaes or the very 
a Critters—a ow story by Omaha 
Cat Danicer s REED. WALLER and KATE WORLE 


CRITTERS #13 (F ruary, 1987) re-introduces 
ees iis [ON’s “Gnuif” series. with a romance 
n the 1800s! Also in this issue, the 
fexcitlfig continuation of raarig nt t’ and “The 
Origin of Surfing” by MARK ARMSTRONG! 


...and coming up iia CRITTERS #4 
In his final appearance in Critt 
\ nen he gets his own book, STA 
| SAKAI’s Usagi Yojimbo 
the rhinoceros bounty | 
Plus the continuations of “ 
“Birthright IL” 


Yes! I want to be part of the new tradition of funny-animals! 
Send me the following issues of Critters: 

fern 
{] #11: 68-page all-star Christmas issue. ($4.25) 


(] #12: “Birthright II” premieres, plus Waller and Kieth. 
($2.50) 


C] #13: “Gnuff” returns; “Birthright II” continues. ($2.50) 
- [] #14: “Usagi Yojimbo.” “Gnuff,” more. ($2.50) 


C} Six-issue subscription to Critters beginning with 
_ ne oA 
($9.00) 


ADDRE: SS 


CITY, STATE ____21P 


Send to: CRITTERS, 4359 Cornell Road, Agoura, CA 
91301. 

‘(Foreign orders: add 25 cents per copy ordered. Please 
allow six to eight weeks for delivery.) 


